
At Howard College, we are committed to increasing access to 
affordable college pathways and opportunities for living wage 
jobs in rural West Texas. 

We are pleased to announce the launch of the Open Roads 
Promise Program for our region. 

>> Designed to reduce financial barriers and support students at Howard College 

>> Students can earn a last-dollar scholarship funds that will cover any gap between 
        what student’s state and federal financial aid covers and the cost of attending 
        Howard College 
          
>> Participating Howard College Campuses: Big Spring and Lamesa

MAKING A PROMISE TO 
STUDENTS, PARENTS 
AND COMMUNITY 

Big Spring 

Lamesa

D R I V E N  B Y  H O W A R D  C O L L E G E



PROGRAM TIMELINE 

Formalize agreements 
with School Districts, 
plan for student/
parent engagement 
and Promise CRM 
technology integration

Open Roads Promise 
Pledge opens for 
graduating seniors 
from participating high 
schools on November 22, 
2024

PROGRAM INITIATION 
AND PARTNERSHIP WITH 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS 

FALL 2024 

Continue student/
parent engagement 
to sign Promise 
Pledge and complete 
application submissions

Open Roads Promise 
Pledge closes on May 
15, 2025

Howard College 
admission and FAFSA/
TAFSA submission by 
July 1, 2025

ONGOING SUDENT 
AND PARENT 

ENGAGEMENT

SPRING 2025 

Follow through for 
Cohort One enrollment, 
and plan for Cohort 
Two engagement 
integration for HS 
dashboards and 
student tools 

Howard College 
enrollment by July 15, 
2025

PREPARATION FOR 
ONGOING COHORT 
COMMUNICATION 

SUMMER 2025 

Welcome first cohort 
of Promise Scholars 
at Howard College

Engage with second 
cohort of graduating 
seniors to sign 
Promise Pledge in 
Fall 2025

COHORT ONE 
AND TWO OFF TO 

THE RACES 

FALL 2025 

DR CHERYL SPARKS 
President, Howard College 

I BELIEVE THE OPEN ROADS PROMISE IS ABOUT PROVIDING 
OUR STUDENTS WITH AN AFFORDABLE PATHWAY 
TO COLLEGE. THIS INITIATIVE HAS THE POTENTIAL TO 
TRANSFORM HIGHER EDUCATION IN OUR REGION. WITH 
THE BACKING OF OUR COMMUNITY, WE CAN ATTRACT 
MORE STUDENTS AND ENSURE THEIR SUCCESS, PAVING 
THE WAY FOR FUTURE PROSPERITY IN WEST TEXAS.

Have questions about Howard College?  

Visit us online at:  

www.howardcollege.edu 

Big Spring / Lamesa 
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Requirements include residency, academic achievement and persistence.
Graduating Seniors will be eligible for Last Dollar Promise Scholarships. 

STUDENT ELIGIBILITY & RENEWAL 


